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	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	
	
	
	

	Possible ideas/lines of enquiry (these are ideas and are not limited to, or exhaustive – plans are flexible to support children’s interests and emerging needs) 
	Settling in 
Who am I? 
My home/my interests
Oral hygiene 
Fire safety
Celebrations
Birthdays
Bonfire Night 
Divali
Christmas
Seasons 
Autumn
 
	Settling in 
New growth plants, birds
Weather
People who help us
Oral hygiene 
Fire safety
Celebrations
Birthdays
Easter
Pascha
Chinese New Year 
Holi
Seasons
Winter and Spring

	Settling in 
Plants/
gardening – vegetables, sunflowers 
Keeping healthy (including oral health/food) 
Ourselves (Growing and moving on to school) 
Fire safety
Celebrations
Birthdays
Eid-El-Fitr
Seasons
Summer


	Community/home links/experiences 
	Induction visits
All about me books
Keyperson / parental discussion

Charlie’s challenges
Sharing a book
Autumn walk  - collecting favourite Autumn items
Tooth brushing

School Christmas Performance

Christmas party

Wild area visit
Cultural links for staff and children 
Food from other cultures 
Photographer 
	Induction visits
All about me books
Keyperson / parental discussion
Stay and Play

Charlie’s challenges
Tooth brushing
Use knife fork spoon to eat independently

Making healthy snacks

Food from other cultures

Book week 

Comic relief 

 
	Induction visits
All about me books
Keyperson / parental discussion
Stay and Play 

Charlie’s challenges
Tooth brushing
Use knife fork spoon to eat independently

Fire Brigade Visit
Police Visit

Caterpillars

Sunflower growing competition


School visits 

	Core Texts: 




	Dear Zoo
Brown Bear
The Gingerbread Man
The Colour Monster
Yuk said the yak
Going on a bear hunt

Non-fiction texts related to interests/broad theme 
Birthday books brought in by the children

	The Colour Monster
Brown Bear
The Gingerbread Man
Yuk said the yak
Dear Zoo
We’re going on a bear hunt

Non-fiction texts related to interests/broad theme
Birthday books brought in by the children




	The Colour Monster
The Hungry Caterpillar
Yuk said the yak
Dear Zoo
Brown Bear
We’re going on a bear hunt

Non-fiction texts related to interests/broad theme
Birthday books brought in by the children




	Our Curriculum Aims 
Our curriculum is based around our six aspirations for every child which provide the foundation of our pedagogical approach:
 
1. Effective communicators – we recognise that children communicate in different ways and we will support children to express their feelings, wishes and needs.
2. To develop creatively and to be critical thinkers – supporting children to be active learners, inquisitive, curious in order to learn new skills and acquire new knowledge.
3. To be respectful and form positive relationships – have awareness of their place in the school and wider community treating others with kindness, thoughtfully, fairly and without discrimination.
4. To be resilient and recognise that they are unique –to develop children’s confidence so they can freely explore, and not be afraid to make and lean from mistakes.
5. To take risks – enjoy new experiences and adventures, embrace challenge and independently make their own choices.
6. To work as an individual and part of a team to actively solve problems – developing their confidence and taking pride in what they do with a real sense of accomplishment
 
With our aspirations in mind, we aim for children to leave nursery with a good range of the following skills… 

	PSED 
	

	Managing Self

	express own needs/wants/opinions to others and elaborate on these
talk about what they are good at 
know that they are special/unique
understand that others might look or act differently to them  
confident to try new activities 
enjoy challenge and tasks that are slightly out of their comfort zone if an adult supports them 
demonstrate resilience and persevere if something gets tricky 
problem solve and demonstrate their thinking 
make independent choices 
ask questions to find out more 
proud of themselves when they have accomplished something tricky 
go to the toilet independently (or with little help) and wash own hands 
put on most items of clothing and shoes independently 
know how to keep their teeth, mouth and body healthy 
willing to try new foods 
understand and can apply the rules at Nursery 
know how to behave in various contexts outside of Nursery e.g. being a safe pedestrian 
say when they are  hungry/thirsty/tired 

	Building Relationships 
.
	take part in a two-way conversation 
listen to others and respond appropriately
take turns with others with little support 
take simple steps to resolve conflict 
use the sand timer to take turns and sometimes initiate this independently 
have good relationships with adults and children
have one or two special friends 
ask their friends if they are OK whilst upset 
treat others fairly and kindly and demonstrate sensitivity to their needs 
work as part of a team to solve a problem 
enjoy playing cooperatively 




	Self-Regulation 

	understand that their words/actions affect others 
talk about their feelings using a range of emotion words e.g. excited, worried etc. 
understand how others might show their feelings
follow simple rules 
follow Nursery boundaries and routines (e.g. transition times) 
recognise when behaviour is not acceptable and might be able to explain why 
wait their turn with little support
tidy up their resources after using them 
inhibit immediate impulses when appropriate 
support others’ in tidying up their resources 
treat resources with respect (e.g. books) 
treat others’ belongings with respect 
give their attention to an activity not of their choosing 
follow a two-part instruction 










	Communication and Language 
	

	Listening, attention and understanding 
 
	listen without getting easily distracted
demonstrate two-channelled attention (can listen and do) 
listen to others in smaller and larger groups  
demonstrate their attention and understanding through a combination of gesture, asking questions and adding comments
demonstrate high levels of engagement when engaging in their own choices of activity and sometimes to activities not of their own choosing 
listen attentively to stories
re-tell a familiar story 
re-enact what an adult does e.g. pretending to ‘teach’ by re-enacting group times with friends.  
enjoy participating in group games and activities 



	Speaking 
.
	enjoy making up rhymes/own songs
use language to develop simple narratives 
sing key rhymes and songs  
re-tell a simple story using key language 
begin to use descriptive language 
use past/present and future tense 
use plurals and pronouns correctly 
use some conjunctions e.g. ‘and’ and ‘because’ 
take turns in conversation and begin to extend them 
express their ideas, thoughts and opinions 
sometimes offer explanations as to why something happens 




	Physical Development 
	

	Gross Motor Skills 

	show confidence in experimenting with different movements e.g. moving backwards, sideways, on stomach down the slide, skipping etc 
hang on the rings
ride a trike 
climb a ladder
run safely 
stand up without using their hands to help them up from the floor 
squat without using their hands
balance on one foot 
make large movements with their arms clockwise and anti-clockwise, figures of eight etc. 
catch a large ball 
kick a ball with increasing control 
reach for an object on the opposite side of their body with the opposite hand (e.g. reaching for a shoe placed on their left side with their right hand) 
travel through a tunnel 
ascend and descend the loft stairs using alternate feet 

	Fine Motor Skills 

	use child scissors to make snips in paper, holding the paper with their other hand 
write some letters from their name 
use anticlockwise movements and retrace vertical lines 
begin to use a tripod grip more consistently 
draw large and small circles 
use a mallet/hammer 
thread large beads/pasta on to string/wool 
use spoons/forks to feed themselves (Charlie’s Challenge)
use a range of mark making tools confidently e.g. various sizes of chalks, crayons, paintbrushes 
fasten the Velcro straps on their shoes
roll balls and ‘sausages’ with play dough
use child tweezers to pick up small items 
begin to fasten buttons on clothing or zip up their jacket
hold an object in one hand and manipulate it with the other e.g. (brushing teeth, scrubbing whilst holding a potato) 

	Literacy 
	

	Comprehension

	say how they feel about stories, poems and rhymes
enjoy a wide range of reading material e.g. non-fiction, catalogues,  etc 
re-tell/act out a familiar story 
talk about characters/settings in a story 
predict what might happen next using deduction 
recognise a range of logos e.g. supermarkets/favourite TV shows etc. 
talk about print they see in the environment/ask questions about what they see e.g. logos/numbers/adverts/posters
respect books and know how to handle them 
talk about their favourite story with some detail 
talk about why they like or dislike a story/text 
know they can get information from the iPad/laptop or a text 



	Word Reading 

	recognise their own first name with no visual clue 
recognise some letters in text (perhaps from their name) 
recognise rhythm in spoken language
know that English is read from top to bottom and left to right 

See Phase 1 letters and sounds activities 

	Writing 

	attempt to copy some letters, 
mark make for a purpose e.g. to note their ideas, to ‘write’ a recipe/instructions
explain what my marks mean 
add increasing detail to their drawings 
can retrace vertical lines
can draw circles using clock-wise and anti-clockwise movements 
mark make on a range of media e.g. wallpaper, water on walls, chalk on the floor/tyres, painting easel etc. 
write some letters from their first name 

	Mathematics
	

	Number

	Cardinality and Counting
show an interest in numbers and counting 
create and experiment with symbols and marks to represent numbers 
have an understanding of 1 ,2 and 3 
attempt to count with some numbers in the correct order 
recite some number names in sequence (to 10) 
count up to 5 objects in different arrangements by touching each object as they count saying the names in a stable order. 
say the total number in the group understanding that the final number said is the total in the group. 
beginning to subitise numbers up to 3 and can count out 3 objects from a larger set. 
count forwards and backwards to 5 
beginning to understand 0 
use some number names and number language spontaneously
begin to say what is one more and one less than a number using objects to support up to 3.   
Comparison
use counting or matching to compare two collections of up to five objects, despite deceptive appearances.
match and compare the amounts from visual images 
compare two groups of objects saying when they have the same number 
separate a group of 3 or 4 objects in different ways and begin to recognise that the total is the same. 
attach a number name to a group of objects 
count 2 sets of different objects and compare them using mathematical vocabulary more/less 
identify groups with the same number of things
Composition
join in with rhymes and songs which separate a number.  For example 5 little speckled frogs – some in the waters and some in the pond or 5 current buns.  
sing rhymes and songs which require a number to be partitioned e.g. songs about how many are left 
beginning to count the number of objects in each set.  For example, 3 frogs on the log and 2 in the pond  


	Shape and pattern














	Measures 
find something that is longer/shorter than a given reference item.
compare sizes verbally and begin to use more specific terms, such as ‘taller than’/’shorter than’/ ‘small’ ‘big’ ‘medium sized’ 
beginning to compare items that cannot be put together e.g. the castle is higher than the school. The elephant is heavier than the mouse.
recognise heavy and light as concepts 
group objects into sets  - heavy and light 
compare objects in relation to weight and use terms lighter and heavier 
compare the attributes of two or more objects for example, both containers are full. Both containers empty.
understand some talk about immediate past and future, e.g. before, later, soon. 
able to say what they are doing next
anticipate specific time based events such as mealtimes and hometime. 
recognise some special events in their life and lives of others 
aware of day and night 
begin to name the day of the week correctly.  
show an awareness that a clock tells us the time.
role play with money/use the language of money
Shape and Space
begin to represent spatial relationships through pictorial representations 
show an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes 
match simple shapes, circle, square and rectangle 
begin to talk about the shapes of everyday objects e.g. "round" plate
develop shape awareness through construction
identify similarities between shapes 
use shape appropriately for tasks. 
understand positional language e.g. next to/behind/in front of/under/ on top 
create pictures using 2D shapes.
Pattern  
make patterns using objects I find in the environment.    
use words to compare two different patterns.
listen to and copy a repeating pattern using sounds or actions, e.g. clapping/ drum / clapping etc.


	Understanding the World
	

	Past and Present

	talk about my family/important people in their life with more detail about who they are 
talk about how they have changed as they have grown older 
beginning to understand before/after 
notice changes within seasons and can briefly talk about these 
With adult help they can use technology to find out about the past e.g. that dinosaurs lived a long time ago 

	People, Culture and Communities 

	enjoy learning about other families and their celebrations (a diverse range of books reflecting differing families in society) 
enjoy taking part in activities to celebrate their own culture 
recognise that there are others who may celebrate festivals which are different to their own such as Christmas, Eid and Chinese New Year.  
talk about events in their own life 
talk about past experiences.  
beginning to understand that things have happened ‘a long time ago’ 
know that sometimes others will like different things to them, they may speak a different language or look different to their own appearance



	The Natural World

	talk about what they see, hear or feel e.g. materials, 
beginning to understand that we need to care for our environment.  
describe the weather for the day and use some correct language about the seasons 
enjoy planting and growing different seeds for a purpose, for example a beanstalk like Jack, a tall sunflower or vegetables/fruit 
talk about the life cycle of a butterfly 
beginning to observe plants closely and might make verbal observations/drawings etc. 
experimenting within their play to find ways to change how objects move. For example, finding different ways to make objects move faster or slower, testing them on different surfaces or move guttering higher to make things faster or slower. 
talk about how some objects float and sink. 
use some language to describe how materials can change, for example melting chocolate or ice. 
beginning to predict what they think might happen 
know how to stay safe near the roads and traffic.  
beginning to connect experiences and celebrations to different times of the year. For example, Jack Frost and Christmas to winter.
know what a plant needs to grow and care for their plants correctly
recognise some similarities and differences between different plants 
know some material names for example, plastic, wood and metal



	Expressive arts and design
	

	Creating with Materials
 
	create/paint/draw something of  their own (an idea) from experience/observations 
create/paint/draw something from observation 
use colours for a particular purpose when creating (e.g. painting/drawing/collaging) 
create patterns using a range of media 
briefly plan their work before they make it 
say how some colours are made 
talk about how and why they are doing something/the process they are undertaking 
persevere to finish their idea
proud to display their creations 
know how to join materials together to make simple models
mix primary colours to make secondary colours 


	Being Imaginative and Expressive

	engage in pretend play that reflects familiar home scenarios e.g. pretending to drink out of a cup 
engage in fantasy imaginative play e.g. fairies, Paw Patrol, mermaids 
engage in pretend play that reflects a favourite story and uses such language 
have some favourite rhymes/songs and can share these with others

sing some of our core rhymes/songs (and sign along in Makaton with some)  
Please and Thank you; Twinkle Twinkle Litle Star; I Dig my Garden; 5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer; Open Shut Them; 5 Cheeky Monkeys; Hickory Dickory Dock; Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes; Wind the Bobbin Up; Hop Little Bunnies; Dingle, Dangle Scarecrow

join in with some ring/group games: 
The Farmer’s in his Den; Ring-O-Ring-O-Roses; Hokey Cokey

sing with some songs keeping in time with others 
make up their own songs 
move in different ways using flight movements e.g. hopping/leaping/skipping
move in different ways using travelling movements  e.g. running/climbing/balancing/sliding
dance to music (sometimes spontaneously) 
have an understanding of rhythm and can clap/tap along to the beat with an adult’s guidance e.g. for example, clapping out the syllables of words ‘carrots and rice, carrots and rice’ 
change the volume when they play instruments 





Letters and Sounds
	Aspect 1 (Environmental Sounds)
	Perform actions varying speed as necessary

	Identify outdoor sounds
	Copy a body sound

	Identify indoor sounds
	Identify a body sound e.g.. snoring

	Use drumsticks to make different sounds
	Suggest times when I can be noisy or quiet

	Identify sounds made behind a screen
	Make slow/fast/quiet/loud/long/short sounds

	Make correct animal sounds from set of clues
	Move body in response to instrument sound

	Give others a set of clues to guess animal
	Join in repetitive story phrases

	Guess what's inside a container by sound
	Perform actions to nursery rhymes

	Aspect 2 (Instrumental Sounds)
	Move in time to beat,fast, slow,skipping,marching

	Identify and name instruments being played
	Aspect 5 (Alliteration)

	Remember and repeat a rhythm
	Engage in rhymes with alliteration

	Discriminate and copy loud and quiet sounds
	Aspect 6 (Voice sounds)

	Stop and start playing to a signal
	Make sounds with voice eg tick-tock for clock

	Play instrument to describe an action
	Share favourite sound with the group

	Aspect 3 (Body percussion)
	Talk like a robot (c-a-t)

	Perform a song with actions
	Continue a sound pattern with voice

	Perform an action to match instrument
	Describe a voice sound  eg long, high, loud



