
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading (Autumn 1 2024-25)

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology – a recap!

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



• These are the first group of letters and 
sounds your child will learn.

• We start teaching phonics from week 1 of 
Reception.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 
and have been designed to gradually build 
over time.

Reception - This term we are teaching Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds
Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


In Phase 2 children learn:

This term, your child will be taught phonics for 10–15 minutes every day.

• They will learn to say and read all the single letter sounds (for example, s 
and m)

and some consonant digraphs. A digraph is where two letters make one 
sound

(for example qu and sh).

• We will work hard to teach your child to blend sounds

together to read words.

• They will start reading wordless books and, when they can

blend sounds into words, will read Phase 2 books.

• We will provide your child with daily additional practice

if they need it.

Reception - Phase 2



Wordless books are invaluable as they teach 
reading behaviours and early reading skills to 
children who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know

• that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support 
children with reading and spelling 
these alternative spellings.

Year 1 – Autumn Term - we recap Phase 3, 4 and 
move onto teaching Phase 5 



Phase 3 vowel digraphs and trigraphs



What’s next?



Children will be able to:

• blend independently

• blend in their heads with 
increasing fluency and confidence.

They will also begin to distinguish 
between different 
phonemes/graphemes.

• We continue to spot the 
digraph/trigraphs in words.

• Children will continue to learn new 
tricky words.

Reading words



• During Phase 3 and 4, we start 
teaching children how to read 
longer words.

• We do this using a method 
called chunking.

Reading longer words



Let’s say the Phase 5 sounds



In Year 2

Teaching of phonics continues daily 
between Phases 2 and 5 to secure any 
gaps in children’s knowledge. 

Some children may begin the spelling 
programme who are now secure will all 
of Phase 5.

Reading continues the same way as in 
Reception and Year 1.



Part of a phonics lesson 



Reading and spelling



• Your child will be taught how to spell words every day 
using the graphemes they have been taught so far.

• They will practise writing words and/or dictated 
sentence.

  

• Handwriting is referred to but is taught at other times 
of the day. 

Spelling 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How we teach spelling – a recap



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

Books are matched to children’s level 
through assessments.

How do we teach reading in books?



This means that your child should: 

• know all the sounds and tricky words 
in their phonics book well

• read some of the words by silent 
blending (in their head), so their 
reading becomes automatic

• stop and sound out some words by 
the time they bring the book home – 
but they should be able to do this on 
their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Books going home



A reading session



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Questions???

THANK YOU FOR COMING! PLEASE CAN YOU COMPLETE A 
SMALL QUESTIONNAIRE 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE
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